
Circular No 237/2015     Dated 23 Oct 2015

The Security O�ences (Special Measures) Act 2012 
(“SOSMA”) vests extraordinary and wide-ranging powers 
with the Executive.  SOSMA contains an extremely broad 
de�nition of what constitutes a “security o�ence”.  It 
allows for an initial detention of 24 hours by the police to 
be extended for up to 28 days, if authorised by a police 
o�cer above the rank of superintendent, without any 
supervision by the courts.  In addition, detainees can be 
denied access to legal counsel for up to 48 hours after 
arrest, and also be denied bail.  Under SOSMA, all o�ences 
under Part VI and Part VIA of the Penal Code are 
considered security o�ences, and are triable in the High 
Court.

Despite the Government’s initial assurance that SOSMA 
was legislated to address terrorism threats and violent 
conduct, we are now witnessing its misuse.  The case of 
Dato’ Sri Khairuddin Abu Hassan and his lawyer, Matthias 
Chang, a Member of the Bar, raises serious concerns over 
the misuse of SOSMA.  Are we witnessing yet another 
attempt to resurrect the Internal Security Act 1960 or 
Essential (Security Cases) Regulations 1975?  The original 
purpose of SOSMA, and its utility as a means for 
investigative detention — not preventive detention — is 
now open to question.

Programme

7:30 pm Registration

8:00 pm Welcoming Remarks by Andrew Khoo 
Co-Chairperson

 Bar Council Human Rights Committee 
8:10 pm Opening Address by Steven Thiru 
 President, Malaysian Bar

8:30 pm First speaker: Tan Sri Abdul Gani bin Patail 
Former Attorney General of Malaysia

8:50 pm Second speaker: Representative from Attorney 
General’s Chambers (to be con�rmed)

9:10 pm Third speaker: Amer Hamzah Arshad
 Member of the Bar

9:30 pm Question-and-Answer Session

10:30 pm End

Issued by: Honey Tan Lay Ean and Andrew Khoo Chin Hock, Co-Chairpersons, Bar Council Human Rights Committee

3 Nov 2015 (Tuesday) | 8:00 pm to 10:30 pm 
Raja Aziz Addruse Auditorium
Straits Trading Building
Unit 2-02A, 2nd Floor
2 Leboh Pasar Besar
50050 Kuala Lumpur

Forum onForum on

2 CPD points

I would like to register for the event (all fields must be completed):

Name: ____________________________________________________________

Membership No (for Members of the Bar only): ___________________________

NRIC No (Pupils / Law Students / Non-Members): _________________________

Email: ____________________________________________________________

Name of Firm / Organisation: __________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Tel: ____________________________      Fax: ____________________________

Signature: ________________________ Date: _____________________

Member of the Bar        Pupil       Law Student       Non-Member   
(Tick where applicable)

Admission is free but advance registration is required

CPD Code: T3/03112015/BC/BC152418/2

Registration for the forum will begin at 7:30 pm

SOSMA — Wolf in Sheep’s Clothing?

Places are limited and registration is on a first-come, first-served basis.  To 
register, kindly complete and submit the registration form by 30 Oct 2015 
(Friday).

Cancellations must be made in writing.  The organiser reserves the right to 
modify, cancel or postpone the event, should circumstances arise that makes 
such action necessary.  

Points for the Continuing Professional Development (“CPD”) Scheme will not 
be awarded to Members of the Bar and pupils in chambers who arrive more 
than 15 minutes late, are not present throughout the event, or leave before its 
scheduled end.

Please direct all correspondence (including completed registration forms) and 
enquiries to:

Satha Selvan
(03-2050 2092; satha@malaysianbar.org.my); or 

Sumitha Shaanthinni Kishna 
(03-2050 2090; sumitha@malaysianbar.org.my)

Fax: 03-2031 6640

Organised by 
Bar Council
15 Leboh Pasar Besar 
50050 Kuala Lumpur
Tel: 03-2050 2050

The personal information that you provide to the Bar Council, whether now or in 
the future, may be used, recorded, stored, disclosed or otherwise processed by 
or on behalf of the Bar Council for the purposes of facilitation and organisation 
of this event, research and audit, and maintenance of a participant database for 
the promotion of this event, and such ancillary services as may be relevant.


